IMPORTANT NEWS LETTER
13 December 2018

Property Owners & Certificates of Compliance
Electrical COC’s:

What is an Electrical COC?
A Certificate of Compliance (COC) is a document that verifies that the electrical installations such as the
plugs, lights, DB board, geyser and wiring in a home comply with the legislated requirements as detailed in
the Occupational Health and Safety Act
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Where can an Electrical COC be obtained and what Costs are Involved?
New regulations demand ANY electrician issuing the ECOC must register with the relevant authorities
annually, not once-off as was previously the case. Costs can vary depending on the scope of the specific
property for which an ECOC needs to be issued but starts from as little as R 1 000.00
What is the validity period of the Electrical COC?
For a long time, the electrical certificate was valid for as long as the electrical installation was not amended
or worked on in any way.
Two shortcomings in this practice:
1: Wear and Tear, everything eventually breaks or wears out, including electrical equipment. There is simply
no way an Electrical Certificate can be valid forever.
2: The new owner was simply expected to take the sellers word for it that he had not amended or worked on
the electrical installation in any way in all the years he had lived in the premises.
At present the electrical certificate can only be valid for an absolute maximum of two years, subject to no
alterations or work being done during that period. Sometimes an affidavit needs to be signed to this effect.
More info can be found here:
https://www.cch.co.za/news/what-do-you-need-to-know-about-home-electrical-certificates-of-compliance/

Plumbing COC’s:
What is a Plumbing COC?
Once again this is a Certificate of Compliance (COC) is a document that verifies that the plumbing and
associated electrical and installations such as the piping, geyser, safety valve positioning and DB board
connections & wiring in a home comply with the legislated requirements.
Where can a Plumbing COC be obtained and what Costs are Involved?
A newly Established Regulating Body known as Plumbing Industry Registration Board (PIRB) who’s main
objective is to standardise and professionalise the plumbing industry (detailed goals & objectives can be
found on the link below) enforces plumbers to comply with PIRB standards by means of accreditations.
A Plumbing COC can be obtained at any PIRB-accredited plumber listed on their website. Each Plumber has
a PIRB-Card reflecting the accreditation number which must also be noted on the Plumbing COC upon
issuing.
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Costs again may vary, but from 2018 going forward, any maintenance/repairs or new installations must be
issued with a Plumbing COC. Costs involved in order to comply, specifically for existing and/or older
geysers, will be for the property owners account.
In addition to the Electrical COC, a separate Plumbing COC must be issued by any PIRB registered plumber
in each of the following instances as from 2018 going forward:
-

Newly installed geyser(s),
Repairs & maintenance on Existing / Older geysers
Upon the sale of a property.

This Plumbers COC is not however immediately required for existing / older geyser in operation as there is a
transition period BUT it’s advisable that property owners obtain the necessary when maintenance and/or
repair work is done to an existing geyser.
Factors which are taken into account by a registered PIRB plumber when issuing a Plumbing COC includes
(but not limited to):
-

Correct Drip Trays and Positioning,
Physical geyser mounting and positioning,
Overflow Valve positioning,
Adequate DB Board & Electrical Connections/wiring,
Etc.

More info can be found here:
http://www.pirb.co.za

Regards
Versaflex Team
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